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* OPERATION CHRISTIAN LOVE * 

Food for the  
Soul & Body 

 I got twins! 
 

 
 Learning to 

  Pray  
Getsemini 

 
Gathering 
for Christ 
El Indio, TX 

Resident 
excited to 
play Santa 

 
Open Air 
Gathering  



* OPERATION CHRISTMAS WILL BE DIFFERENT * 

 How sweet it is to take time to enjoy just being home for a while.  We can appreciate our family & our other 
many blessings.  Not so, for many families here & across the world.  Our area of southwest Texas & adjacent bor-
der area in Coahuila, MX., has many who are suffering.   No jobs, no income, no food & no schools, have taken 
their toll.  Some of the children have been removed from the eight Mexico orphanages OCL works with.  More & 
more COVID cases are spreading in some of the areas.   
 Christmas is approaching.  There must be changes to how the OCL Christmas Ministry will have to func-
tion.  We cannot have 80 plus volunteers meet in Eagle Pass to sort, prepare, deliver gifts & host Gatherings for 
Christ.  All of the Gatherings for Christ have local people prepared to lead them.  OCL will just provide the gifts.  It 
will be local outreach for Christ. OCL is asking that each church or group prepare complete gifts.  Shoe box-
es or bags & individual gifts need to have the item/items inside.  They do NOT have to be stuffed full.  Sim-
ple caring gifts or even a single gift.  The gifts will then be boxed & marked with age & sex appropriate for.  The 
adults in these homes or ministries will decide which gift best fits the needs of the individual.  We do not need to 
have individual names on them. 
 Other gifts such as small coverlet quilts, crocheted or fleece blankets & lap robes will be given to each 
child or adult in the orphanages, homes, nursing homes or ministry.  It will be theirs to keep. We ask that each 
coverlet will have a cross on it somewhere.  If children are jerked out of the home, the quilt goes with them as a 
memory that someone cares for them in Jesus’ name. We saw a boy in Quemado, TX receive a small toy car as a 
gift at a Gathering for Christ. After playing with it, he carefully replaced it in the package & returned it with a sweet 
thank you. When told it was his to keep, the joy on his face spoke a million words. His parents, with tears in their 
eyes, expressed their deep gratitude for this simple car, the only gift, other than Jesus, he would receive.   
 It is the wish of OCL that families & individuals purchase the gifts they choose to give.  It is a won-
derful teaching tool for our children & families.  It teaches the joy of giving.  Blessings received from this act are 
innumerable.  In the past, children have made cards to accompany the gifts. We can get these notes translated 
or have the words translated so they can be copied.  Small revolving groups, social distancing & masked, can pre-
pare all the gifts to be blessed, loaded, & taken where waiting hands take them on the next step of their Christ jour-
ney. 
 The eight orphanages we work with are struggling to survive.  The churches & other ministries in the area 
are working together to help how & where they can.  Their love for the Lord gives them the strength to continue, to 
march forward leading God’s army to tell others of Christ.  Let us be active in the ranks supporting them.   Leaders 
without an army behind them are vulnerable.  Together, let us make the commitment to God to serve how & where 
He directs. 
 Since the number of children in the orphanages has decreased, the numbers that come to the street side 
Gatherings for Christ has greatly increased.  Gifts are given to these children (plus adults & elderly) from fam-
ilies that are struggling to survive, as well as the children in the orphanages.  In addition, gifts like warm 
jackets, sweaters, sweats, crocheted scarves & caps are also given to family members & elderly.  Something 
so simple is so appreciated.  Used clothing & toys cannot be accepted due to COVID. 
 We ask that you think & pray about what way you can help.   Look around you for someone nearby that has 
a need.  Let us all, as a team, fill that need.  Share ideas & get excited about the “Power Within Us”.    

As we all continue with our lives during this special time, may we gather new insights into how to  

“Serve God by Serving Others.” 

Beth Ann Noak Brundrett 

OPERATION CHRISTIAN LOVE 
OPRACION DE AMOR CRISTIANO 

August 2020 

Operation Christian Love is a 501(c)3 
charitable nonprofit organization.   
It is an interdenominational group 

made up of volunteers.   
Donations may be sent to: 

John E. Heiligman,  
PO Box 117, Charlotte, TX, 78011 

“Serving God by Serving Others” 
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* OPERATION CHRISTIAN LOVE * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Devine FUMC kids & cousins buying gifts. 

 

Volunteers find families in the poorest 
neighborhoods of  Piedras Negras, Tx. & Coahuia, 

Mex. and hand out gifts of food & clothing. 
 
A pair  
of new 
shoes! 
 
 

 

Children 
removed from 
orphanages by 

the government 
and placed 

with families 
unable to 
provide. 

 
 
Getsemini. 



* CHURCH-WIDE STUDY, THE WALK* 
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The Walk  
Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 

by Adam Hamilton 
    How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully 
serve him?  In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the Christian spiritual life.  The 
apostles taught it in their writings. And the Church has, through the last 2000 
years, sought to pursue this Christian Spiritual life. 

I am inviting you to join with me and read Adam Hamilton’s latest book, 
“The Walk, Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life” 

 I am encouraging the entire congregation to go on this journey 
together.  You may order your book on Amazon, ChristianBook.com or 
through Cokesbury.  There are also books available at the church office.  If you 
want a book from the office, please call and let Lisa know. The book is not 
lengthy, but it is very interesting and thought provoking.  The series and study 
will begin on August 23 and continue until September 23.  
 There is a video that I encourage you to watch.  You can come watch it in 
the Asbury Room during office hours.  If you can’t watch during office hours, 
please call Lisa 830-663-3185 to make other arrangements.  
  This study and sermon series has curriculum for adults, youth and 
children. I plan on leading the adult study though small groups and zoom.  I am 
particularly excited about involving our children as well as our youth in this 
study, if you are interested in working together with me on the children/youth 
study, I would appreciate your creative ideas.  Contact me via email or text. Let’s 
put together something really creative and fun for families and small groups in 
which our families and small groups can grow closer to our Lord. 
  The most important thing you can do now is get THE WALK by Adam 
Hamilton and start reading, plus watch the video that we have.  
 Save the Study Dates—I will be having adult zoom evening study on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30, beginning  Aug. 26.  I will have in-person adult 
study on Wednesdays from 11am-12pm, beginning on Aug. 26. At the in-person 
meeting we will be social distancing and wearing face masks.  I you would like to 
bring a beverage from home that is ok, but we will not be serving any type of 
food or drink during our study. 

Pastor Valli 

https://smile.amazon.com/s?k=the+walk+five+essential+practices+of+the+christian+life&crid=3ENRNHTSHDGI4&sprefix=the+walk%3A+five+%2Caps%2C177&ref=nb_sb_ss_organic-diversity_1_14
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntt=THe+Walk+%3A+Five+Essential+Practices+of+the+Christian+Life&N=0&Ntk=keywords&action=Search&Ne=0&event=ESRCG&nav_search=1&cms=1
https://www.cokesbury.com/the-walk?pagenumber=1


The Trustees’ Corner 
     The Trustees met on July 13th. 
     The Trustees want to thank the painter, who went 

above and beyond getting the parsonage painted and a built-in wall-
size set of shelving removed, all in a very short time, for a very nice 
price. 
 Thanks also to the man who removed the dead tree from the 
parsonage front yard and replaced the sewage pipe under it, for free. 
 We want to thank Phillip Fitch for his service on the Trustees.  
He announced his resignation, due to family obligations.  George Wall 
has agreed to fill the rest of his term and be the Trustees President. 
 The Trustees recommended to the Admin Board, who approved 
it, that Pastor Valli can form a task force to get information 
about upgrading our IT and online streaming. 
 The next Trustees meeting will be on August 10th at 
6:30pm with social distancing. 
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* CHURCH AT WORK* 

CHURCH’S BUDGET SUMMARY 
 

                                          June        Jan - June 
Operating Donations     $12,678  $91,438 
Operating Expenses       15,525  101,085 
Operating Surplus (Deficit)     (2,847)      (9,647) 

 

Designated Gifts          $356   $9,890 

Please Keep in 
Prayer the 
Families of  

Helen Splawn 
and  

Kay Redus 

Up Coming: 
Christian Education Sunday 

 

In September, we will have a Christian Education Sunday, where the 
children will advance to their next Sunday School classes, Third Grade 
Bibles will be awarded, and backpacks will be blessed.  Watch for the 
announcement of the date. 
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* MEN’S & WOMEN’S MINISTRIES * 

United Methodist Women 
 The UMW will not meet in August 
due to COVID. 
 We do not know when we will be 
able to resume Food Fairs in our parking 
lot.  There is still one Mass Food 

Distribution each month for Medina County held in Hondo at the 
Median County Fair Grounds.  The next one is Tuesday, August 11th.  
Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Lisa in the office, if you can 
volunteer, so she can let the San Antonio Food Bank know how many 
volunteers to expect.  If you know of anyone who needs food, have 
them contact Lisa by phone to be preregistered, 830-663-3185. 
      
     Blessings, 
     Judy Eaddy 
 

Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  

United Methodist Men 
     The UMM met on June 3rd.  We 

could not meet in July and won’t meet in 

August, due to COVID-19.  We hope to be 

able to meet in September, on the 2nd.  

Watch for info as the date approaches. 

The UMM and some others from the church are keeping the 

church and parsonage lawns maintained. 

The UMM have decided to delay election of officers to fill 

vacancies until the first of year., when all officers will be elected. 
 

IRON SHARPENS IRON (Proverbs 27:17) 
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* Wesley Nurse News  * 

Dear Devine Congregation and Community Members, 
 I want to thank all of you as a congregation and a community for your efforts in working 
with me to help those most in need during our crisis. Together we have been able to continue to 
exemplify Gods grace and love to those who need it most despite these trying times. 
Throughout this event Lisa, our church secretary, has gone above and beyond to ensure that as 
many benevolence services as possible could continue to be provided. With the help of several 
congregation and community members, prescription assistance has been able to continue. 
During this time I have discovered we can prevail with Christ’s guidance, and for that, I thank 
all of you. 

 The Devine South Texas Rural Health Clinic continues to work with the Wesley Nurse 
program to provide Specialty Referral Services to those in need within our community. This 
program will continue to provide medical appointments with specialist to those who qualify. If 
you or someone you know may need this service, please have them call me for more 
information.  

At this time, I will continue to assist in covering the Hondo WN position for already 
existing clients. Unfortunately, at this time, I still do not have a firm date as to when MHM will 
allow for my return to the office, but do know I continue to help as best as possible from home. 
Thank you for your understanding.  

The Texas Diaper Bank and “My Healthy Child” class is ongoing through tele-education 
and social distancing delivery of supplies. If you know of anyone in need of this service, please 
have them call me and arrangements can be made. As with all other group gatherings and in-
person contact, once we can meet again the classes will resume. As always, any classes 
sponsored or offered by the WN program are open to the public and free of charge.  

One final request, please complete your 2020 Census if you haven’t done so. It is a way that 
our community can continue to receive funding in the future to help promote things like our 
food pantry, our non-profit organizations, our schools, and it even helps determine how much 
monetary assistance our community is eligible for during emergencies, crises, and pandemics. 
It’s only happens every ten years.  It only takes 10 minutes to complete, but it can help a 
community in need for a lifetime. If you need help or have questions on how to complete the 
Census, please feel free to contact me and I will help walk you through the process.  

I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who have and continue to donate to the 
WN fund. Continued support of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to assist 
those in need, increase our community’s educational opportunities and provide various medical 
assistance. If you feel led to support this program there is a Wesley Nurse Fund established for 
donations.  

 If you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would benefit you or 
the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in the Healthcare Ministry 
Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our community. Membership in this 
committee is appreciated, but not necessary for a one-time project or event.  

 

God Bless, 
Georjean Burnell, MSN, RN - Devine FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
Telehealth Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm 
1-830-663-6108 
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* AUGUST READINGS * 

August Scripture Readings: 

The following themes and Scripture readings are provided as a means to draw closer to God.  
They come from the Revised Common Lectionary, which groups Old Testament, Psalm, Epis-
tle and Gospel readings together for each Sunday in a three year cycle.  Read them prayerfully 
listening for God’s voice. 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, August 2 
Theme: Night-time miracles occur in today's reading. Even in our darkest hours and times of 
greatest fatigue, God is with us, offering miraculous opportunities for blessing and ministry. 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 11, 14:13-21 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 9 
Theme: Even in the midst of our failings, God can turn human weakness into acts of  
deliverance. 
Genesis 37:1-4 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 16 
Theme: What unites us is far greater than what divides us.  We are all bound together in the 
unconditional love of God. 
Genesis 22, 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 6, 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:10-20, 20-28 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 23 
Theme: God strengthens, saves, and transforms all members of God’s church, so that “the 
gates of the underworld” will not prevail in our community and in this world. 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 30 
Theme: The holiness of the divine dominates these readings. 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 



Devine FUMC News                                                                                     Page 10 

* BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * 

George Wall 
Jace Hurst 

Mike & Melody Riou 

Clay & Cynthia Patterson 

Kevin & Georgia Hicks 
Carl Baltz 

Chris & Josephine Redus 
Jason Purchis 
Kirk Bates 
Bobbie Cashion 
Charlotte Rotramel  
Alvena Hymel 
Matrium “Matey” Bishop 

Cliff & Phyllis Redus 
Morgan Branson 

Felix & Olga Bazan 
Felix Bazan 
Seth Crain 
Ben Bates 
Hannah Stolzman 
Shawn Bishop 
Jeremy Vail 
Ira Keown 
Madison Keown 
Amanda Cummings 
Elizabeth Hensley 

Tom & Emm Key 

 

August 

Special Offerings 
 

Rail Offering 
August 2 - UMCOR—The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
 

UMCOR’s work can be categorized 
into three major areas: 
 

1) Humanitarian Relief / Disaster 
Response  

2) Sustainable Development 
3) Global Health (in collaboration 

with Global Ministries)  
 

Noisy Offering 
August 16 - Bible Study Fund 
 

Operation Chrstmas 
Please read page 3 of this 
newsletter and start your 
shopping.  Because of COVID, 
things are different this year. 

School is Starting  
Please PRAY  

for Safety, Health, Peace 
and God’s Blessings on the 
Students, Teachers, Staff  

and Parents, wherever the 
“classrooms” are. 



2 
Note: 

SUNDAYS  
 

Worship 
11am  

On Line 

3 4 5 6 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

7 1 
 
 
 
8 

9 10 
6:30pm 
Trustee Mtg. 

11 12 13 
5pm 
AA Dinner 

14 15 

16 17 
 

18 
6:30pm 
Ad. Board Mtg. 

19 20 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

       

21 22 

23 
11am 
Worship  
Sermon  
series begins 
on The Walk 

24 
 

25 26 
11am-12pm 
In Person  
Adult Study 
(Weekly) 
 
6:30-7:30pm 
Zoom  
Adult Study 
(Weekly) 

27 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

28 29 

30 
 

31      
 

AUGUST 2020 

     SUN               MON            TUES             WED           THUR             FRI                  SAT 


