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* It’s A Charlie Brown Christmas * 
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* Salvation Army Bell Ringers * 



* Christmas Concert in the Park * 
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* Women’s Ministries * 
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United Methodist Women 
     The United Methodist Women met Sunday, December 8th with 
16 ladies present including three first time attendees.  We had a 
delicious brunch and wonderful fellowship. 
Josephine Redus gave the program titled “A Light that Interrupts.”  
It was a great and timely message.  Thank you, Josephine! 

      After the program, we assembled goodie trays for our First Responders.  We had so many 
goodies we made trays for all of the Devine ISD campuses.  Thank you so much for making this 
ministry possible.  As with all things at our church, we could not do it without your support. 
     Our next meeting will be Sunday, January 19th.  All ladies are invited to join us.  The nursery 
will be available, if needed.  We look forward to seeing you. 
     The next Food Fair will be Thursday, January 9th.  This is such a needed ministry in our 
community.  Thank you to all who come and help with the setup, distribution of the food, and 
the teardown.  Again, we could not provide this service without you. 
     At our December Food Fair we provided food for 157 families with 487 individuals 
impacted.  That was a true blessing to witness. 
     May God richly bless you and yours and this church in 2020 
      Blessings, 
      Judy 
 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 

NEW Women’s Tuesday Bible Study  
Beginning December 31st at 9:00 am in the Asbury Room 

What Matters Most—A Study of Philippians by Karen Ehman 

     The world has always been full of trials, disappointments, temptations, fractured 
friendships, and financial hardships that can fill us with fear and worry.  Yet Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians shows we can banish our anxiety and rest in the peace of Christ. 
     Discover how to experience contentment and joy in the midst of our circumstances 
by prioritizing what matters most—Christ. 

NEW Women’s Wednesday Bible Study  
Beginning January 15th at 9:00 am in the Asbury Room 

Max Lucado — Unshakable HOPE:   
Building Our Lives on the Promises of God 

     There are things that seem unsteady in this life, but when we belong to God, it 
allows us to filter our problems through the promises of God.  When we choose to be 
people of the promise, we choose to build our lives on promises of God, not the 
circumstances of life. 
     If you want the class books, please contact Nan. 
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* Men’s Ministries * 

United Methodist Men 

 

     The United Methodist Men rang the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle bells on 
Tuesday, December 3rd and Tuesday, 
December 18th.  This activity took the 
place of the scheduled December 

meeting.  
     The men continue to be active in support of various projects around 
the FUMC campus and in the community.  
     The men are very thankful for the support of the congregation in 
2019. It is our prayer that our Lord will bless you and yours in the new 
year.   
      The next UMM meeting will be on Wednesday, January 15th at 
6:00 pm in the Asbury Room. All men of the church are invited to 

attend. There are no membership requirements and no dues. You will 
be treated to a fine meal prepared by men of the group and will be 

inspired by a devotional presented by a member of the host team. Best 
of all, is the fellowship with Christian men dedicated to doing God’s 
work in church and community.  

IRON SHARPENS IRON (Proverbs 27:17) 

Men’s Bible Study 

Led by Francis Davidson in Kevin Hicks’ home 

6:30-8:00pm Mondays  

For Address Contact Kevin Hicks eight-three-zero-708-9293 

We are currently studying 

“The Life of David” 
In the books of 1 & 2 Samuel 



* Wesley Nurse * 
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Dear Devine Congregation and Community Members; 
     My work with the Devine South Texas Rural Health Clinic to provide Specialty Referral 
Services to those in need within our community continues to be successful. We have been able 
to provide specialty care to approximately half a dozen community members in need. This 
program will provide medical appointments with specialist to those who qualify free of 
charge. If you or someone you know may need this service, please have them make an 
appointment with me for more information.  

At this time, I will continue to assist in covering the Hondo WN position for already 
existing clients. That has added an additional 14 revolving clients to my schedule and requires 
me to spend some time during the month in the Hondo office. This is also the end of our fiscal 
year for MHM, so we have many meetings, trainings and events. Please be patient with me 
during this process as we fulfill our goal to serve those least served. Currently, I’m asking 
everyone to please call in advance, if you need to see or speak to me. If I am unavailable, 
please leave a message on my machine and I will get back to you as soon as I return to the 
office.  

The Texas Diaper Bank and “My Healthy Child” class is ongoing. The next class is set for 
January 8, 1-2pm. If you know of anyone who could use this assistance, please have them see 
me to register. The evening one-time Grief Share Classes in November and December were a 
great success. Our 13-week sessions will begin again in Mid-January please watch for dates 
and times to be announced. If you or someone you know could use this type of support please 
have them contact Dinah Argo, Kay Shultz, Rob Stolzman, Lisa or myself to register. Also, if 
this sounds like a ministry you would be interested in helping with, please contact me, Dinah 
or Lisa.  Additional facilitators are always welcomed. Josephine Redus, the Atascosa AACOG 
coordinator, & I have events coming up that are going to be beneficial to the health of our 
seniors and our community. Texercise will be returning immediately followed by a Matter of 
balance class. They are open to the public and free of charge. Texercise will start January 13th 
and be on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Please RSVP to Josephine. 

I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who have and continue to donate to 
the WN fund. Continued support of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to 
assist those in need, increase our community’s educational opportunities and provide various 
medical assistance. If you feel led to support this program there is a Wesley Nurse Fund 
established for donations.  

 As always, if you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would 
benefit you or the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in the 
Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our community. 
Membership in this committee is appreciated but not necessary for a one-time project or 
event.  

Thank you for continuing to provide your support, encouragement and assistance. 

   God Bless,  
   Georjean Burnell, MSN, RN - Devine FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
   Office Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm                830-663-6108 
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* A WORD OF GRACE* 

“How Much Do I Give God?” 
     Ask yourself: “What has God done for me?”  Some will 

limit the answer to material gains that came unexpectedly 

and you didn’t work to earn.  But in reality, everything you 

have is a gift from God, including all your possessions, 

family and even your very life.  Even the skills and 

intellect that have allowed you to earn a living are God 

given gifts.  So, how much do you give back to God?  Let 

us look to God’s Word for answers. 

From the beginning God has indicated that we are to 

give Him the “first fruits” from what He has given us.  In 

other words, God did not intend we only give whatever we 

have left over after buying all we need or want.  We are to 

give Him our first and best rather than from our last and 

least.  The amount we give has also been set by God.  In 

Genesis 14:18-20, when Melchizedek, “priest of God Most 

High” blessed Abram (Abraham), in response, “Abram 

gave him a tenth of everything.”  Again, in Genesis 28:22, 

when Jacob realized that He stood in the Presence of God, 

he responded telling God: “All that you give me I will give 

you a tenth.”  And in Leviticus 27:30-33, God commands: 

“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from 

the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is 

holy to the Lord…  The entire tithe of the herd and 

flock—every tenth animal that passes under the 

shepherd’s rod—will be holy to the Lord.  He must not 

pick out the good from the bad or make any substitution.  

If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its 

substitute become holy and cannot be redeemed.”  What 

God is saying here is that a tenth of everything we have 

“belongs” to Him and we are not to substitute our scraps 

for our best. 

You might be thinking to yourself that it would be 

impossible to give God a tenth of your income, but 

remember what Jesus told His disciples in Mark 10:27, 

“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things 

are possible with God.”  God wants us to give Him our 

tithes because He wants to reward us for our gifts.  

Malachi 3:10 states: “Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and 

test Me now in this,” says the Lord, “if I will not open for 

you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a 

blessing until it overflows.”  When we limit what we give 

to God, we limit what God can give to us.  In Luke 6:38 

Jesus tells us: “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you.”  And the Apostle 

Paul would reiterate, saying, “Remember this: Whoever 

sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  Each man should 

give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 

you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-

8) 

Perhaps you are thinking that all of this sounds great, 

but it doesn’t really work in the real world.  We sometimes 

believe this because we can’t see how God could actually 

do this in our lives.  When we think this way, we are 

imposing our own limitations on God, forgetting that with 

God all things are possible.  Let me bear witness that you 

can trust in God’s promises.  When I lost my first wife I 

didn’t know how my daughter and I were going to make it.  

We had always been dependent on two incomes, we had no 

savings, and now we not only needed to survive on my 

income alone, but my daughter was ready to go to college.  

Logic would dictate that I hang on to everything I had and 

hope that it was enough to get us through, but I didn’t.  I 

needed God and His blessings more than ever, so I put my 

trust in Him and gave more generously than I ever had.  He 

responded blessing us beyond measure.  Soon we were 

able to pay off everything we owed with enough left over 

to put Christy through college.  God even turned my 

“mourning into dancing” (Psalm 30:11), sending Mary 

Kay into my life.     I cannot even begin to tell you how 

many ways God has blessed our lives, but I can tell you 

what I have learned—the more generously you give to 

God, the more bountiful the blessings He will pour forth 

into your life.  He will indeed, “open for you the windows 

of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it 

overflows.” 

As we enter a new year I challenge you to take a step 

toward tithing, and see if God doesn’t bless you with more 

than you give.  You will soon learn that you can truly trust 

in God’s Word and you will certainly be blessed. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Harold 
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* January Readings * 

January Scripture Readings: 

The following themes and Scripture readings are provided as a means to 
draw closer to God.  They come from the Revised Common Lectionary, 
which groups Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel readings together 
for each Sunday in a three year cycle.  Read them prayerfully listening for 
God’s voice. 

Epiphany of the Lord Sunday, January 5 
Theme: The Gift of Guidance.  The Magi were guided to the Christ by the 
light of the star.  We are guided to our eternal destiny by the light of the Ho-
ly Spirit. 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Baptism of the Lord, January 12 
Theme: God’s grace and favor, which was made known to Jesus at His bap-
tism is also revealed to us in our baptism. 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 19 
Theme: The Spirit’s Call. 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 26 
Theme: God’s Spirit is a liberating Spirit. 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 



* Church at Work * 
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BUDGET SUMMARY 
                                                   November    January-November 

Operating Donations   $ 13,267  $173,162 
Operating Expenses    $ 15,612  $176,216 
Operating Surplus/(Deficit)   $  (2,345)          $ (13,054) 
 
Designated Gifts     $   4,153  $  33,010 

TRUSTEE CORNER 
     The Trustees did not meet in December.  Rest 
assured, there are always fix-its and things in the 

works. 
     This committee prays for everyone to have a joyous, 
love filled 2020.  Many thanks go to all who support the 
efforts of maintaining God’s house for God’s people. 
  May our Lord bless you abundantly,      
  Mary Kay Dailey 

TEXERCISE 

Exercise and Nutrition Class 

Mondays & Wednesdays 
January 13 thru March 25 

1:00-2:30 pm 

For more Info & RSVP call:  
Josephine Redus 

Food Fair 
Thursday, January 9th * 8:00am  

Volunteers needed and Appreciated 



* BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * 
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Rose Garcia 

Justice Niemietz 

Jeanette Williams  

Denise Woody 

Taylor Sue Mares 

Christian Caddell 

Teri Maxwell 

Ellie Roosa 

James Teninty 

Chloe Cummings 

Marvin Knoeber 

Jeremy Rotramel 

Kiel Boehme 

Shawn & Elena Bishop 

Leo Torres 

John & Mary Rotramel 

Killian Kaiser 

Jason & Marian Purchis 

Kirk & Sue Bates 

Carl & Billie Pfeiffer 

 

JANUARY 

January 
 

Rail Offering 
January 5 -  Human Relations 
When you give today, you 
strengthen neighborhood outreach 
and empower at-risk youth. Your 
generous gift supports the 
Community Developers Program 
and community advocacy through 
United 
Methodist 
Voluntary 
Services, 
related to 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries, and at-risk teens 
through the Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation program, General 
Board of Church and Society. 
 

Noisy Offering 
January 19 - Mother’s Day Out 
Our Mother’s Day Out is a 
ministry of our Church.  It helps 
children socialize, gives parents or 
grandparents a break, and has 
many times brought families to a 
loving caring Church.  MDO is 
now two days a week, Tuesdays 
and Thursday morning, 8:30-12:30.   



Note: 
SUNDAYS  

 

10am  
Sunday 
School 

 

11am  
Worship 
Services 

Note: 
YOGA  
8:30am 
Mon-
Thurs 

Note: 
WALK 

AWAY THE 
POUNDS 
9:00am 

Mon-Thur  

1 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
5:00pm 
AA Dinner 
6:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 
7:00pm 
Men’s  
Emmaus 

3 
 

4 
  

5    6 
2-4pm  
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 
 

7 
9am  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  

8 
1pm  
My Healthy 
Child Class 
6pm WWW 
7pm  Choir 

9 
8:00am  
Food Fair 
4:30pmGirl 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
1pm  
Texercise 
2-4pm   
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 
6:30pm 
Trustee Mtg. 

14 
9am  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  

15 
9amWomen’s 
Bible Study 
1pm  
Texercise 
6pm UM Men 
7pm  Choir 

16 
4:30pmGirl 
Scouts 
6:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 
7:00pm 
Men’s  
Emmaus 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
11am Youth  
Service 
12pm 
UM Women 
Meeting and 
Lunch 
4pm Youth 
Meeting  
(6th-12th) 

20 
1pm  
Texercise 
2-4pm   
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 
6:30pm  
Admin Board  

21 
9am  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  

22 
9amWomen’s 
Bible Study 
1pm  
Texercise 
6pm WWW 
7pm  Choir 

23 
4:30pmGirl 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

24 
 

25 
 

Note: 
Sit & 
Stretch 
10:00am 
Mon & 
Thur 

26 27 
1pm  
Texercise 
2-4pm   
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s  
Emmaus 

28 
9am  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  

29 
9amWomen’s 
Bible Study 
1pm  
Texercise 
7pm  Choir 

30 
4:30pmGirl 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

31 Note: 
Mother’s 
Day Out 
8:30am-
12:30pm 
Tues & 
Thur 

JANUARY 2020 

     SUN               MON            TUES             WED           THUR             FRI                  SAT 


