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* Calendar Highlights * 
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Caroling, Christmas Dinner, Children’s Play 
 

If you would like your child to participate in the children’s Christmas program, 
please ask Cynthia Patterson when practice will be. 

 

“It’s a Charlie Brown Christmas” 
will be presented by the children on 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 after Dinner 
Preceded by Caroling at 2:00pm 

and Dinner at 5:00pm  

 

Mark your calendar to attend this exciting 

event. You won’t want to miss it! 

Food Fair December 5th at 8am 

FREE  
Concert in the Park 

On Windy Knoll 

3-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 7th 
 

Colby’s Band will be playing Christmas music.  We will be 
providing hot chocolate and cookies.  We will be handing 
out Bibles for kids and adults.  Come help and enjoy.  Invite 
your friends, family and neighbors to come enjoy. 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
CANDELIGHT SERVICE 

6:00 pm 
Sunday, December 24th 



* Adult Bible Studies * 
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OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2019 THROUGH  
JANUARY 1st, 2020 

 

WE WILL REOPEN ON MONDAY  
JANUARY 2nd, 2020 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study  
9:00-11:00 am in the Asbury Room 

Ruth by Kelly Minter 
 

 In December, we will continue with the study of Ruth by 
Kelly Minter. 
 
From Kelly: 
 It is my hope that we walk away with a heightened sense of 
what God is doing all around us, even in the seemingly mundane, 
and that we remember how purposeful He is, how intently He 
carves our paths, authors each stroke, and weaves our courses into 
others’ lives. 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

Led by Francis Davidson in Kevin Hicks’ home 

6:30-8:00pm Mondays  
 

For Address Contact Kevin Hicks eight-three-zero-708-9293 
 

We are currently studying 

“The Life of David” 
In the books of 1 & 2 Samuel 



* Women’s Ministries * 
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The United Methodist Women 
     The United Methodist 
Women met Sunday, 
November 17th, with 14 
ladies attending.  After a 
delicious meal and 
wonderful fellowship we 
had our program and business meeting. 

     Nan Gengler gave the program from a devotional she had written in 
2003.  The title of the devotional was “Worship that Pleases God”.  Even 
though it was written sixteen years ago, it is still applicable today.  Thank 
you, Nan! 
     During the business meeting we voted to tithe to the church from the bar-
b-que fundraiser, and donate $300.00 to the San Antonio Food Bank.  
According to the San Antonio Food bank, $300.00 will provide 2,100 
nutritional meals to people in need of food.   We donated $300.00 to the 
Devine Food Pantry, also.  The need for food spikes during the holiday 
season.  We also voted to purchase two gliders for the church nursery.  We 
chose gliders instead of rocking chairs for safety reasons. 
     Each December we take goodie trays to our First Responders.  We are 
asking everyone to bring cookies to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
December 8th and we will make the trays during our meeting and deliver 
them on Monday the 9th.  We want them to know how much they are 
appreciated for all they do in our community. 
     Our next meeting will be on Sunday, December 8th after church. We will 
be bring Brunch food to share at our meeting.  All ladies are invited to 
attend.  The nursery will be available, if needed.  We just need to let Anita 
and Margie know ahead of time, if possible. 
     Our next Food Fair is Thursday, December 5th.  We ask the volunteers to 
be at the church at 8:00am.  Thank you to all who serve this important 
ministry.  You make it possible. 
Blessings, 
Judy 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:13  



* Men’s Ministries * 
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United Methodist Men 
     The UMM met on November 6, 2019, with 12 
men in attendance. George Redus, Jr. opened with 
prayer. The host team of James, George, Jr., Rob, 
Gordon & Jacob treated the men w/ pizza and 
dessert. Food at our meetings is always a surprise…

always plentiful…and always delicious.  
     Rob Stolzman presented a devotional on being more thankful for all the 
blessings God bestows on everyone. It was an excellent devotional and very 
timely for this season. All attendees were inspired by his presentation. 
     Wesley Nurse, Georjean Burnell, made UMM aware of a special need in the 
community for a wheelchair ramp. UMM voted to fund the cost of the ramp and 
pledged labor to help with installation. 
     Treasurer, James McElwee, presented a financial report on the October 19th 
BBQ fundraiser.  Net income was well above expectations. The men voted to tithe 
10% of the net to the FUMC general operation account.  
     In other action, the men approved a motion to make donations to Gideons 
International, Devine Food Bank and HANK. UMM will ring the bells for the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive on December 4th and 18th and will not hold its 
monthly meeting in December.  
     New UMM officers for 2020 are: President, Kevin Hicks; Vice-President, Tex 
Eaddy; Secretary, Cliff Redus; Treasurer, Francis Davidson. James McElwee 
closed the meeting with prayer.  
     The men are very thankful for the support of the congregation in 2019. It is our 
prayer that our Lord will bless you and yours during this holy time in the church 
calendar.  
     The next UMM meeting will be on Wednesday, January 15th at 6:00 pm in the 

Asbury Room. All men of the church are invited to attend. There are no 
membership requirements and no dues. You will be treated to a fine meal 
prepared by men of the group and will be inspired by a devotional presented by a 
member of the host team. Best of all, is the fellowship with Christian men 
dedicated to doing God’s work in church and community.  

 IRON SHARPENS IRON (Proverbs 27:17) 
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* Christmas * 

God in a Manger 

Christmas is not about the Savior's infancy; it is about His deity. The humble birth of 
Jesus Christ was never intended to conceal the reality that God was being born into 
the world. 

But the modern world's version of Christmas does just that. And consequently for the 
greater part of humanity, Christmas has no legitimate meaning at all. 

I don't suppose anyone can ever fathom what it means for God to be born in a manger. 
How does one explain the Almighty stooping to become a tiny infant? Our minds can-
not begin to understand what was involved in God's becoming man. 

Nor can anyone explain how God could become a baby. Yet He did. Without forsaking 
His divine nature or diminishing His deity, He was born into our world as a tiny infant. 

He was fully human, with all the needs and emotions that are common to us all. Yet He 
was also fully God--all wise and all powerful. 

For nearly 2,000 years, debate has been raging about who Jesus really is. Cults and 
skeptics have offered various explanations. They'll say He is one of many gods, a   
created being, a high angel, a good teacher, a prophet, and so on. The common 
thread of all such theories is that they make Jesus less than God. But the Biblical     
evidence is overwhelming that this child in the manger was the incarnation of God. 

One passage in particular, written by the apostle Paul, captures the essence of Jesus' 
divine nature and underscores the truths that make Christmas truly wonderful. 

Colossians 1:15-20 says, 

He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all creation. For. . . all things 
have been created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the  
beginning, the first born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have 
first place in everything. For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness 
to dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross.  
 
From:  http://www.gty.org/resources/questions/qa70/what-is-the- 
real-meaning-of-Christmas 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Colossians%201.15-20


* Church at Work * 

Devine FUMC News                                                                                       Page 7 

BUDGET SUMMARY 
                               October         Jan-Oct 
Operating Donations   $ 13,315  $149,907 
Operating Expenses    $ 17,889  $160,353 
Operating Surplus/(Deficit)   ($  4,574)         ($ 10,446) 
 
Designated Gifts     $   3,905   $  29,519 

TRUSTEE CORNER 
 

     The Trustees met on November 11 and 
finalized the plans for the annex renovation.  
The move into this area is scheduled for 
November 23. 

     The enegy audit for our facilities 
had been completed.  This is being 
reviewed and any necessary actions will be discussed in the 
New Year. 

     As always, this committee thanks all those who support the 
church thru their labor and monetary donations. 

                    On behalf of the Trustees, 
                    Serving to maintain God’s house for God’s people, 
                    Mary Kay Dailey 



* Wesley Nurse * 
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Dear Devine Congregation and Community Members, 

     My work with the Devine South Texas Rural Health Clinic to provided Specialty Referral 
Services to those in need within our community continues to be successful. We have been able 
to provide specialty care to approximately a half a dozen community members in need. This 
program will provide medical appointments with specialist to those who qualify free of 
charge. If you or someone you know may need this service, please have them make an 
appointment with me for more information.  

At this time, I will continue to assist in covering the Hondo WN position for already 
existing clients. That has added an additional 14 revolving clients to my schedule and requires 
me to spend some time during the month in the Hondo office. This is also the end of our fiscal 
year for MHM, so we have many meetings, trainings and events. Please be patient with me 
during this process as we fulfill our goal to serve those least served. Currently, I’m asking 
everyone to please call in advance, if you need to see or speak to me. If I am unavailable, 
please leave a message on my machine and I will get back to you as soon as I return to the 
office.  

The Texas Diaper Bank and “My Healthy Child” class is ongoing.  The next class is set for 
December 4th, 1-2pm. If you know of anyone who could use this assistance, please have them 
call me to register.  The evening onetime Grief Share Class for November, “Surviving the 
Holidays”, was successful. The second class for December will be on the 4th, with one class 
from 10am – Noon and the second class from 6pm – 8pm. Any one is welcome to join the 
classes anytime during the Grief Share sessions. Our 13-week sessions will begin again in 
Mid-January.  Please watch for dates and times to be announced. If you or someone you know 
could use this type of support, please have them contact Dinah Argo, Kay Shultz, Rob 
Stolzman, Lisa or myself to register. Also, if this sounds like a ministry you would be 
interested in helping with, please contact me, Dinah or Lisa.  Additional facilitators are always 
welcomed.  

I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who have and continue to donate to 
the WN fund. Continued support of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to 
assist those in need with things not covered by other programs in the community, as well as 
ensure those in need are receiving quality healthcare through assistance with co-pays when 
able. We also have been able to increase our community’s educational opportunities and 
provide various medical equipment and furniture to young families in need. If you feel led to 
support this program there is a Wesley Nurse Fund established for donations.  

 As always, if you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would 

benefit you or the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in the 

Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our community. 

Membership in this committee is appreciated, but not necessary for a one-time project or 

event.  

   God Bless, 
   Georjean Burnell, MSN, RN - Devine FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
   Office Hours: M-F 8am – 5pm   830-663-6108 
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* A WORD OF GRACE* 

“Immanuel” 

The word Immanuel, or as translated in some 
Bibles as Emmanuel, literally means, “God with 
us.”  We would all like to think that God is with us, 
which too often is an expression of our desire that 
God be on our side.  Wars have been fought with 
both sides claiming God to be on their side.  
Terrorist have murdered thousands claiming God is 
on their side.  Churches have suffered splits and 
divisions with both sides certain that God was on 
their side.  What does it mean for God to be “with 
us?” 

Jesus has taught us that, “with God all things 
are possible” (Matthew 19:26), and that, “apart 
from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  
Therefore, in the presence of God there is a strength 
and power for accomplishments that is not possible 
without His presence.  But we need to remember 
that “God with us” only works when we are “with 
God.”  God is not our cosmic bellhop, there to 
provide for our every desire whenever we summon 
Him.  Nor is He there to back us up when “we” 
make a decision according to our will, and then 
proclaim it to be in His name. 

Jesus came as a humble servant, and His desire 
was to set Himself as an example to us.  After Jesus 
washed His disciples’ feet He told them: “I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you” (John 13:15).  Indeed, Jesus has taught us 
to serve others and be willing to make sacrifices for 
others just as He sacrificed Himself for us.  It is in 
our willingness to serve and sacrifice that we glorify 
Him the most.  Humility is key.  Jesus said, “for he 
who is least among you, this is the one who is 
great” (Luke 9:48). 

As we approach Christmas, let us reflect on the 
vivid examples of how God’s power is manifest 
through humility.  Mary, the Mother of Jesus, came 
from a common family, wasn’t married, and lacked 
a formal education.  From a worldly perspective she 
had no merit to become the Mother of the Son of 
God.  Yet, she provides the perfect example.  In the 
face of the impossible, she simply accepted God’s 
plan for her, saying, “Let it be with me according to 
your word” (Luke 1:38). 

God asks us to do far less, yet we often respond 
like Zechariah did when the angle told him his 
barren wife would finally have a child who would 
be a blessing to all God’s people.  Zechariah 
doubted, and because of his lack of faith, was 
stricken mute until his son, who would become John 
the Baptist, was born.  When we doubt God’s word, 
we too find ourselves mute and unable to witness 
the incredible blessings God wants us to share. 

We have heard it said that when we feel far from 
God we should reflect on who moved.  God desires 
to be with us in a close relationship through which 
He can guide, protect, strengthen and equip us to 
fulfill the plan He has for us, both individually and 
as a congregation.  One of my favorite passages of 
Scripture has always been Jeremiah 29:11, which 
reads: “For I know the plans I have for you, plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”   

This month I have announced that I am going to 
retire next July, which means you will be receiving 
a new pastor at that time.  Change always causes 
some anxiety and concern, but let me assure you 
God will be “with you” even when I am gone.  God 
will also be with me and with your new pastor.  God 
will be with all who chose to follow Him, abide, and 
trust in Him.  The news of my retirement is “new” 
to you, but God told me and Mary Kay way back in 
March.  My letter to the Bishop, formally requesting 
retirement was sent in May, and approved in June 
by the Board of Ordained Ministry.  Construction 
on our retirement home began in August.  God has a 
plan for me and Mary Kay, and we are following it 
even though we do not know where it will 
ultimately lead.  God also has a plan for each of you 
and for this congregation.  We are confident that His 
plan is to “prosper you and not to harm you,… to 
give you hope and a future.”  You have not seen 
me slow down since March, and I will continue to 
serve God here with all of my strength.  It is my 
hope that you also will continue to serve Him with 
all of your strength. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 
Pastor Harold 
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* December Readings * 

December Scripture Readings: 

The following themes and Scripture readings are provided as a means to draw closer to God.  They 
come from the Revised Common Lectionary, which groups Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel 
readings together for each Sunday in a three year cycle.  Read them prayerfully listening for God’s 
voice. 

First Sunday in Advent, December 1 
Theme: The Advent Attitude of Readiness. 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Second Sunday in Advent, December 8 
Theme: The Advent Attitude of Repentance. 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Third Sunday in Advent, December 15 
Theme: The Advent Attitude of Patience. 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:47-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 22 
Theme: The Advent Attitude of Obedience. 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Christmas Eve/Day, December 24/25 
Theme: The Good News of Christ’s Birth. 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

First Sunday after Christmas, December 29 
Theme: God enters the human family and leads us through suffering 
to salvation. 
Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 



* BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * 
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Aiden Hreeon 
Trace Sagemuehl 
Tommy Weisinger 
Scott Morris 
Tanya Brown 
Joe Brand 
Beth Ann Noak Brundette 
Nelda Dannelly 
Nikki Petty 
Tate Mares 
Tex Eaddy 
George Redus, III 
Billie Pfeiffer 
Rebekah Boehme 
Jennifer Wilkins 
Lisa Garner 
Katherine Darter 
Judy Eaddy 
Jessica Knoeber 
Holly Petty 
Jesus 
George Redus, Jr. 
Jerel Beaty 
Dennis Woody 
Kaycee Kaiser 

 

DECEMBER 

December 
 

Rail Offering 
December 1 -  Heifer Project 
 
Heifer’s mission 
is to work with  
communities to 
end hunger and  
poverty and care for the earth.  By  
giving families a hand-up, not just a 
hand-out, we empower them to turn 
lives of hunger and poverty into  
self-reliance and hope.  With gifts of 
livestock and training, we help  
families improve their nutrition and  
generate income in sustainable ways.  

 
 

 
Noisy Offering  
December 15– Devine Food 
Pantry 

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.201465/


DECEMBER 2019 

     SUN               MON            TUES             WED           THUR             FRI                  SAT 

Note: 
SUNDAYS  
9:45am  
Sun.Sch. 

11am 
Worship 

Note: 
YOGA  
8:30am 
Mon-
Thurs 

Note: 
WALK 

AWAY THE 
POUNDS 
9:00am 

Mon-Thur  

Note: 
Sit & 

Stretch 
10:00am 
Mon & 
Thur 

Note: 
Mother’s 
Day Out 
8:30am-
12:30pm 
Tues & 
Thur 

  

1 
 

2 
2-4pm 
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s 
Emmaus 
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts K-5th 
 
 

3 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s  
Bible Study 
At Hicks’ 

4 
10am&6pm 
Loss of 
Spouse 
1pm Diaper 
class 
6-9pm UM 
Men Ring Bell 
7pm   
Choir 

5 
8am Food Fair 
4:30pm Girl 
Scouts 
6:30pm  
Womens’ 
Emmaus 
7pm Men’s 
Emmaus 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

6 
 

7 
8am-9pm 
Ring SA Bell 
at Walmart 
3-5pm Free 
Christmas 
Concert in 
Park on 
Windy Knoll 

8 
12pm 
UMWomen 
Everyone bring 
cookies for 1st 
Responders 
 

9 
2-4pm 
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s 
Emmaus 
6pm  Trustees  
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts K-5th 

10 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s  
Bible Study 
Ring Bell 

11 
6pm 
WWW 
7pm   
Choir 

12 
4:30pm Girl 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

13 
 

14 
8am-9pm 
Ring SA Bell 
at Walmart 
10am Youth 
Yard Day 

15 11am 
Youth Sunday 
2pm Caroling 
5pm Christmas 
Dinner 
6ish Christmas 
Play 

16 
2-4pm 
Line Dancing 
3:30pm 
Women’s 
Emmaus 
6:30pm  
Admin Board  
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts K-5th 

17 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s  
Bible Study 
Ring Bell 

18 
6-9pm UM 
Men Ring Bell 
7pm   
Choir 
 
 
 

19 
4:30pm Girl 
Scouts 
6:30pm  
Womens’ 
Emmaus 
7pm Men’s 
Emmaus 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

20 21 

8am-9pm 
Ring SA Bell 
at Walmart 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
6pm 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 

25 
 

26 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

27 28 

29 30 31     


