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Operation Christmas Love 
 

During September we are collecting Stuffed Animals.  We need 250+ that are new.  
Medium sized are best.  Please bring the stuffed toys to the donation tubs in the back of 

the Church or to the Church Office before the end of September. 
 How does Operation Christmas Love handle Christmas gifts?  Stockings are prepared 
with individually wrapped hard candy, toys, and other items.  They are sorted by sex, age, and 
cataloged into boxes for delivery to various agencies and the Gatherings for Christ on 
both sides of the border.  They are passed out with Bibles and new clothing. 
 Just think about how important it is for these children to experience the care and 
love of Christ in each bag. 

Three GriefShare Classes Scheduled this Fall 

We are offering three classes to help those who are grieving.  If you are interested in taking a 

class, it is very important that you let us know, so we will have enough books. 830-663-3185 
1) 12-Session, Grief Support Group will be on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 6-8pm, from 

September 17th through October 24th.  The Grief Support Group is help and encourage-

ment after the death of a loved one.  GriefShare is designed to help you rebuild your life.  

We know it hurts, and we want to help.  

2) Single-session Surviving the Holidays will be on Wednesday, November 13th, with two 

times available, 10am or 6pm.  When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday 

season  can be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays seminar  helps participants 

prepare for  the holidays and even discover hope for the future. 

3) Single-session Loss of a Spouse will be on Wednesday, December 11th, with two times 

available, 10am or 6pm.  Are you Grieving the death of a spouse?  Or do you know some-

one who is?  You life has changed forever.  The daily emotions and challenges can seem 

too hard to bear.  Find help at this seminar. 

To get more info or register for one of the GriefShare classes, call our Wesley Nurse,  

Georjean Burnell, 830-663-6108.  Or talk to Dinah Argo, Rob Stolzman, or Kay Shultz.  Also, 

Lisa in the church office can help. 

FREE Movie Night—Outreach Opportunity 
     We are having a FREE Movie Night on Saturday, September 7th.  Doors will open at 
5:30pm and the movie will begin at 6:00pm.  Admission and popcorn are FREE.  You may 
bring drinks (non-alcoholic) for yourself or to share and you may bring other food to share.   
     DEFINITELY bring friends and family.  This is an outreach, not just for us.   
     We cannot put into print the title of the movie, per our copyright license.  You may call the 
office and we can tell you the title.  The movie is rated PG. 
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Thank You for Your Patience 
 

     Locally recognized Pit-Master and FUMC member, Rick Maxwell, 
says, “It’s time to treat this congregation and community to another 
round of good BBQ brisket and Kiolbassa sausage from my special-
built pit. It is well seasoned and needs to get another work-out. The 
people of this church and community have been patient long enough. 
Let’s do another fundraiser, so God’s people can eat and God’s work 
can get done.” Rick’s BBQ sidekick, Tex Eaddy, agrees. So, let’s get 
cooking.  
     Saturday, October 19th is the date. Tickets for a 2-meat plate with 
beans, another side, bread and Judy Eaddy’s delicious secret BBQ sauce 
are $10.00 each. Serving hours will be 11am-1pm…dine in or take out. 
The event is a fundraiser for the United Methodist Women’s and Men’s 
groups in our church. Proceeds will go towards the many charities and 
needs in our church and community.  
     Rick only uses USDA “Choice” brisket. Each brisket is lightly 
trimmed, leaving the “fat” end intact so the true flavor of brisket can 
emerge. When slow cooked for 18 hours over indirect heat, using only 
the finest oak, the result is brisket that is “fork tender” and indescribably 
delicious.  
     The financial success of any fundraiser depends on the number of 
donations received prior to the event. Donations help offset the cost of 
food and serving supplies. More donations mean more money available 
for charity.   This year we will give everyone an opportunity to 
participate in cost sharing with an invitation to become a Barnyard 
Patron by donating $25.00 to sponsor a brisket (MOO) or box of 
sausage (OINK). There will be 30 animals available for sponsorship 
with Patron names prominently displayed on the day of the event. To be 
a Patron, see Judy or Tex Eaddy, Rick Maxwell, Francis Davidson, or 
Lisa Garner in the church office.  
     Get your tickets early from any United Methodist Woman or Man. 
And don’t pass up the opportunity to be a Barnyard Patron.  
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United Methodist Women 
     The United Methodist Women met Sunday, August 18th.    
     Cindy Sparkman presented our program on Women Speak-
ing Truth from the Ground Up.  Named and unnamed maids 
played a significant role in the Bible.  One such maid was  
Hagar in the household of Abram and Sarai.  Her name means 

“stranger.”  Since Sarai was childless, she gave her maid to Abram.  Hagar became pregnant, 
which diminished Sarai in her slave girl’s eyes.  Sarai blamed Abram.  Abram, to solve this 
marital tension, left the maid to the mercy of her mistress, who’s harsh treatment drove the 
pregnant slave girl out into the wilderness, where Hagar experience a divine encounter.   
Calling her by name, an angel of the Lord named her unborn son, offered blessings to him, 
and directed her back to the house of her mistress for survival.  Hagar’s grateful soul cried out 
to God.  Because of her act of naming God, “You are the God who sees me,” Hagar is a 
“theologian.”  Cindy stressed the importance of each of our names.  They were given to each 
of us as a gift from those who named us.  We should each find a woman in the Bible who we 
most relate to now.  Some of our members shared the meaning of their name, which was very 
interesting. . . Cindy should be know as Moon Goddess from now on. 
 We voted on and passed our annual budget.  We accepted the offer to have a joint BBQ 
plate fund raiser with the United Methodist Men on Saturday, October 19th.   
 Our next UM Women’s meeting will be Sunday, September 15th at noon.  All women 
are invited.  We will have the Nursery available.   It will be a delicious covered dish meal. 
     The next Food Fair is Thursday, Sept. 5th.  Volunteers will be needed at 8:00am. 
   Blessings, 
   Judy  

Philippians 4:13  

Feedback to Administrative Council 
 

     The Administrative Council would like your feedback on our two worship  
services.  On Sunday, September 29th, at 12:00 noon, we will have a Covered 
Dish Lunch.  The Administrative Council is hoping you will attend and use this 
opportunity to voice your opinion. 
 

Covered Dish Lunch 
Sunday, September 29th 

12:00 noon 
Fellowship Hall 
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Wednesday Women’s Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Mornings 
9:00am-11:00am 

Asbury Room 

Starting September 4th 
 

He is Enough:  Living in the Fullness of Jesus  
by Asheritah CiuCiu 

 

Discover the joy and freedom that you can have when you 
come to know deep in your heart that Jesus really 
is enough. He Is Enough: Living in the Fullness of Jesus is a 6-week study for 
women on the book of Colossians. Each day's study consists of three parts:  
a bite-size morsel of truth, a dig-deep guide, and a service challenge. Because of 
the three levels of study, this study can be done by women in all stages of spiritual 
maturity.  

Any questions, please call the Church Office  
830-663-3185 

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study 
 

Tuesday Mornings 
9:00am-11:00am 

Asbury Room 
     We started studying Nehemiah: a Heart That Can 
Break, by Kelly Minter, on August 20th. 
     Excerpt from Kelly: 

Let your heart and mind rest on the beauty and 
riches of prayer.  If you don’t know where to start, 
follow the pattern of Nehemiah; praise God,  
thank Him for His covenant love,  
repeat His promises back to Him,  
remind Him of His ways, repent of what you have 
done and what you have left undone. 

 

This study is lead by Mary Kay Dailey. 
Please join us anytime, it’s never too late to start! 
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United Methodist Men 
     The United Methodist Men of FUMC Devine met on Aug. 7, 
2019 with 13 men in attendance. They were treated to an 
excellent meal of steak burgers, beans, chips and a very special 
dessert prepared by Phyllis Redus. THANK YOU, PHYLLIS!!  
The men of FUMC do know how to eat.  

    Kevin Hicks presented a devotional on Gideon activities and how lost men distribute Bibles 
to help lost men find God. The devotional was well received by all.  
     The men continue to supply time, talent and financial support for various projects around 
the FUMC campus. An additional financial commitment was earmarked for upcoming 
projects to be announced in the future by FUMC Trustees. UMM has been blessed with 
donations from the congregation that have allowed it to support FUMC youth activities, 
Wesley Nurse Fund, VBS, Teacher’s Appreciation Fund, Border Ministry, tuition for dual 
High School/College credit for high achieving FUMC seniors, and Scholarships for deserving 
FUMC and community High School seniors. More opportunities are coming up later this year 
and UMM will step-up-to-the-plate when needs arise.  
     Plans for a Fall BBQ Fundraiser on October 19th are underway. This will be a joint effort 
between United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men. See special article on this 
event elsewhere in this Newsletter. 
     UMM continues to earmark funds from its general account that support the various 
ministries of FUMC and the greater Devine community.  
     The next UMM meeting will be on Wednesday September 4th at 6:00 pm in the Asbury 
Room. All men of the church are invited to attend. There are no membership requirements 
and no dues. You will be treated to a fine meal prepared by men of the group and will be 
inspired by a devotional presented by a member of the host team. Best of all, is the fellowship 

with Christian men dedicated to doing God’s work in church and community.  

 

IRON SHARPENS IRON (Proverbs 27:17) 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday Evenings at 6:30pm 

Our current study is on The Life of David 
Led by Francis Davidson in Kevin Hicks’ home 

6:30-8:00pm Tuesdays 
Men, please join us 

For Address, Contact Kevin Hicks eight-three-zero 708-9293 
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Trustee’s Corner 
     Numerous issues throughout our facilities were addressed in August.  The  
biggest of these was the opening of the wall in the men’s restroom off of the Narthex.  
The iron vent pipe was very corroded and was replaced.  Another smoke test was done to look 
for other gas leaks, and none were found.  This restroom is now functional.   
     Since so much has been accomplished, the annex renovation can now be scheduled. 
     Trustees are looking into patching bad spots in the parking lot. 
     Pastor Harold applied for a grant thru Texas Methodist Foundation to have an energy audit 
conducted of our entire facility.  It has been awarded and may qualify the church to receive a 
future grant to pay for energy saving improvements  
recommended by the audit. 
 On behalf of the Trustees, 

 Serving to maintain God’s house for God’s people, 
 Mary Kay Dailey 

CHURCH’S BUDGET SUMMARY 
 

                                                July        Jan - July 
Operating Donations    $11,617   $109,322 
Operating Expenses     15,485        111,444 
Operating Surplus (Deficit)     (3,868)         (2,122) 

 

Designated Gifts      $2,064    $17,648 

Youth 
 Our Youth now lead both 9am and 11am services on the 3rd Sunday of each month, 
Children’s Sunday.   As always, we have a noisy offering at both services on Children’s 
Sunday and no Children’s Church, as all the kids are encouraged to take part in the service. 
 We are having a Youth Day for 6th-12th graders with six surrounding Methodist 
Church’s Youth.  It will be at our Church on Sunday, September 15, from 2:00-7:00pm.  There 
will be snacks, worship, games, and supper. 

Children’s Church, Nursery, & Sunday School 
Nursery — 3 years and under 
Children’s Church — 4 years thru 2nd Grade  (9am only, until have volunteers) 

           No Children’s Church on 3rd Sundays, which is Youth Sunday 

               All age children are welcome to stay in the Church service. 
Sunday School  — Young Children — 4yr-2nd Grade —  Room next to Nursery 
     Older Children — 3rd-5th Grade —  Back room of Annex under pavilion 
     Youth — 6th-12th Grade —  Front room of Annex under pavilion 
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Dear Devine Congregation and Community Members, 
     My work with the Devine South Texas Rural Health Clinic to provide Specialty Referral 
Services to those in need within our community continues to be successful. We have been able 
to provide specialty care to approximately half a dozen community members in need. This 
program will provide medical appointments with specialist to those who qualify, free of charge. 
If you or someone you know may need this service, please have them make an appointment 
with me for more information. 

The Texas Diaper Bank and “My Healthy Child” class went well at it’s first monthly 
session on August 7th. We have been able to assist not only young mothers in need of 
assistance, but also grandparents who have found themselves caring for their young 
grandchildren. If you know of anyone who could use this assistance, please have them see me 
to register.  

 We are re-offering the 13-session Grief Share course (over six weeks) and the two one-time 
classes soon. Dates and times are on page 2. Any one is welcome to join the multi-session class 
anytime during the 6 weeks. If you or someone you know could use Grief support, please have 
them contact Dinah Argo, Kay Shultz, Rob Stolzman, Lisa or myself to register. Also, if this 
sounds like a ministry you would be interested in helping with please contact me, Dinah or 
Lisa, additional facilitators are always welcomed.  

Texercise classes went well and concluded on August 7th  with an average of five active 
participants. Texercise is an educational opportunity that combines 45 minutes of light cardio 
exercise with nutritional and fitness information. If this is something you are interested in 
please contact me, Josephine Redus, or Lisa. In order to resume the sessions we need at least 
10 participants to register.  

I participated in the Devine Health Fair August 6th and it was a HUGE success with over 
300 students receiving filled backpacks.  

I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to all who have and continue to donate to the 
WN fund. Continued support of the Wesley Nurse program has allowed the program to assist 
those in need with gas for doctors’ appointments, diapers for families in need, and prescription 
assistance for meds not covered by other programs in the community, as well as ensure those in 
need are receiving quality healthcare through assistance with co-pays when able. We also have 
been able to increase our community’s educational opportunities and provide various medical 
equipment. If you feel led to support this program there is a Wesley Nurse Fund established for 
donations.  

 As always, if you would like to see a program, information, or event that you feel would 
benefit you or the community please contact me. You don’t have to be a member in the 
Healthcare Ministry Team to partner with me in service to those in need in our community. 
Membership in this committee is appreciated but not necessary for a one-time project or event.  

Thank you for continuing to provide your support, encouragement and assistance.  

    God Bless, 
    Georjean Burnell, MSN, RN - Devine FUMC, Wesley Nurse 
    Office Hours: M-F 8a –5p  
    830-663-6108 
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September Scripture Readings: 

The following themes and Scripture readings are provided as a means to draw 
closer to God.  They come from the Revised Common Lectionary, which groups 
Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel readings together for each Sunday in 
a three year cycle.  Read them prayerfully listening for God’s voice. 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, September 1 
Theme: The prerequisite for those who would ascend to the halls of heaven, a 
humble spirit that is ready to assume the lowest place. 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 8 
Theme: The call to commitment. 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 15 
Theme: God is in the business of saving the lost. 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 22 
Theme: Use God’s resources wisely and do not be greedy. 
Jeremiah 8:18—9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 29 
Theme: Those who selfishly refuse to share with the poor will find themselves 
beggars in the world to come. 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

* Scripture Readings * 
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* A Word of Grace* 

“Paul’s Warning Still Relevant” 

 I struggled with what to write about this month, 
so I went to the Lord in prayer, which led to a 
strong urging to open my Bible for the answer.  It 
opened to 1 Timothy, chapter 1, which is a Pastoral 
Epistle written by Paul near the end of his life to 
Timothy who he had sent to pastor in Ephesus.  My 
focus fell on Paul’s “warning.”  As I read it I 
realized it was as true today as it was when Paul 
first wrote it.  I felt a connection with Timothy 
because the Lord has called me to be an instrument 
in helping churches hear His call and awaken from 
a state of complacency and a false belief they are 
already doing enough for the Lord.  As you have 
often heard me say, “God has called me to comfort 
the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.” 

Paul writes to Timothy, saying, “…stay there in 
Ephesus so that you may command certain men 
not to teach false doctrines any longer nor to 
devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies.  These promote controversies rather 
than God’s work—which is by faith.  The goal of 
this command is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.  
Some have wandered away from these and turned 
to meaningless talk.  They want to be teachers of 
the law, but they do not know what they are 
talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm.” (1 Timothy 1:3b-7)  These words may 
seem to you out of place or a poor fit for the church 
today, but by examining them more closely it is 
clear they still remain relevant. 

Paul warns of people who “teach false 
doctrines.”  Jesus made it absolutely clear that we 
are to love our neighbor, take up our cross and 
follow Him, and make disciples of all peoples, 
teaching them all that He commanded.  Any 
“teaching” that excuses us from doing what Jesus 
commanded is a “false doctrine.”  Yet, many 
churches today are satisfied as long the bills are 
paid and worship goes smoothly.  But how can we 
sit satisfied in our own comfort when there are so 
many in our midst who are lost, hurting and don’t 
know the Lord’s love?  Those who “devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies” are 
those who say: “This is how we’ve always done it 
and we don’t need to change” or, “We’re doing as 

much as we’ve ever done and that’s enough.”  
These attitudes “promote controversies rather than 
God’s work” because they create conflict between 
those who desire to respond to God’s call, and those 
who resist the change and commitment required. 

Paul warns of those who have “wandered 
away” and “turned to meaningless talk.”  How 
many churches today spend more time “talking” 
about doing ministry than actually “doing” 
ministry?  They fail because they lack commitment 
or accountability?  It is easier to “talk” than to “do.”  
It is easier to make excuses than to take action.   

Paul warns that there are those who say they 
“want to be teachers” but “they do not know what 
they are talking about or what they so confidently 
affirm.”  Jesus spoke of the Pharisees who clung to 
their old ways and rejected His teachings in a 
similar way, calling them “the blind leading the 
blind.”   

It could be said of many churches today that 
they have “wandered away” from what Christ 
called the church to be.  Too many churches are 
now focused on their own comfort, and the needs of 
their own members.  Christ created the Church not 
to focus on itself, but beyond itself, to seek the lost, 
to make disciples for Christ, and to teach and equip 
people to serve.  In Revelation Jesus warns us, 
saying, “I know your deeds; you have a reputation 
of being alive, but you are dead.  Wake up!  
Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I 
have not found your deeds complete in the sight of 
My God.  Remember, therefore, what you have 
received and heard; obey it, and repent.  But if you 
do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you 
will not know at what time I will come to 
you.” (Revelation 3:1b-3) 

God is calling all churches to wake up!  He’s 
calling us to stop just “talking” and begin 
“walking” by faith.  He’s calling us to stop living in 
denial, telling ourselves we are good enough and 
doing enough when we’re not.  We need a fresh and 
renewed commitment to Christ and a willingness to 
be accountable to those who are capable and willing 
to lead us. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 
Pastor Harold 
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Francis & Nancy Davidson 
Josephine Redus 
Suzanne Martin 
Alford Brundette 
Bill Sinclair 
Debi Petty 
Ricky Byrd 
Rick Maxwell 
Marcous Cummings, Jr. 
Pamela Patterson 
Jenn Goodwell 
Nolan Beaty 
Mary Howard 
Coby Pyron 
Chris Redus 
Jason Keown 
Fernando Torres 
Ina Stansell 
Elena Bishop 
Dinah Argo 
Olga Bazan 
Joyce Bennett 
Jason & Kelly Hurst 
Shana Beaty 
Brett Gutierrez 

September Offerings 
Rail Offering 
September 1 -District Advance Special 
This year our District Advance Special will go 
to the San Antonio Food Bank, whose  
mission is to fight hunger in Southwest Texas 
through food distribution, programs,  
education, and advocacy. The Food Bank  
conducts programs that are intended to fight 
hunger in Southwest Texas and help people  
return to self-sufficiency.  The food we  
distribute at our Church’s Food Fairs comes, at 
no cost to us, from the San Antonio Food 
Bank.   
 

Noisy Offering 
September 15th - HANK, Inc. 
  Hank stands for "Helping Abused and  
Neglected Kids." HANK provides assistance to 
the abused and neglected children in Medina, 
Uvalde, and Real Counties who have needs 
that are not being met by the State of Texas or  
other resources.  There is a HANK house in 
Devine, one in Hondo, and they want to open 
six more homes.  Each house becomes a home 
to six children, who get to stay in their school. 
 

Operation Christmas Love 
During September we are collecting 
Stuffed Animals.  Medium-sized, NEW 
stuffed toys can be brought to the Narthex or 
the Office.  We need 250+ for all the gift bags 
for kids along the border. 

SEPTEMBER 



1 
 

2 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

3 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  
at Hicks  

4 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
1pm Healthy 
Child Class 
6pm UMM 
Men’s Mtg. 
7pm   
Choir 

5 
8am 
Food Truck 
Need Volunteers 
8:30-12:30 
Mother’s Day Out 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

6 
 

7 
MOVIE 
NIGHT 
5:30pm 
Doors Open 
6:00pm 
Movie begins 
Call for title 
8306633185  

8  9 
2pm Line 
Dancing 
3:30pm 
Emmaus 
6:00pm 
Trustee Mtg. 
7pm 
Jubilee Singer 

10 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  
at Hicks  

11 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6pm WWW 
7pm   
Choir 

12 
8:30-12:30 
Mother’s Day Out 
4:30 pm 
Girl Scouts K-12 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Children’s 
Sunday 
 
12:00pm 
UMWomen 
Mtg. & Lunch 
2-7pm 
Youth Day 
(6th-12th) 

16 
2pm Line 
Dancing 
3:30pm 
Emmaus 
6:30pm Ad. 
Board Mtg.  
7pm 
Jubilee Singer 

17 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6-8pm  
Grief Share 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  
at Hicks  

18 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
7pm   
Choir 

19 
8:30-12:30 
Mother’s Day Out 
4:30 pm 
Girl Scouts 6th-8th 
6-8pm  
Grief Share 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 
2pm Line 
Dancing 
3:30pm 
Emmaus 
7pm 
Jubilee Singer 

24 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
1:30pm 
Health Team 
6-8pm  
Grief Share 
6:30pm Men’s 
Bible Study  
at Hicks  

25 
9am 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
6pm WWW 
7pm   
Choir 

26 
8:30-12:30 
Mother’s Day Out 
4:30 pm 
Girl Scouts K-12 
6-8pm  
Grief Share 
7:30pm 
AA Meeting 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
12pm   
5th Sunday 
Lunch 
Covered Dish 
Provide Feed-
back to Ad-
min. Council 

30 
2pm Line 
Dancing 
3:30pm 
Emmaus 
7pm 
Jubilee Singer 

 Note: 
 

SUNDAYS  
9am  

Sunday 
School 

 

10am  
Worship 

Note: 
 

YOGA 
 

8:30am 
Mon-Thurs 

Note: 
 

WALK 
AWAY THE 
POUNDS 

 

9:00am 
Mon– 
Thurs 

Note: 
 

Sit & 
Stretch 

 

10:00am 
Mon & 
Thurs 

SEPTEMBRER 2019 

     SUN               MON            TUES             WED           THUR             FRI                  SAT 


