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INTRODUCTION: 

Jeremiah came from a priestly family in Anathoth, a suburb of Jerusalem.  As the author 

of the longest prophetic book, his career spanned more than forty years during the reigns 

of Judah’s last five kings and beyond.  Jeremiah was called by God when he was still a 

young man, and throughout his long, turbulent life constantly had to confront a people 

who had rejected God for false gods.  He warned them that this would cause their 

destruction, but they refused to repent, so Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed and 

the people were deported to Babylon.  In his famous temple sermon, he told the people 

that the temple was vulnerable and nearly lost his life for it.  Jesus later drew from this 

sermon.  Before Jerusalem fell, Jeremiah had to deal with lying prophets predicting 

deliverance and was treated as a traitor.  In a letter to those already in exile, he warned 

about the false prophets in Babylon and told the people to settle down for a long stay, 

giving them instructions for preserving their identity.  When the city fell, the Babylonians 

gave Jeremiah the option of remaining in Judah.  He chose to stay, but a band of Jews 

forced him to go to Egypt, where tradition has it that he died.  Even in Egypt he had to 

prophesy against worshiping other gods.  Jeremiah was one of the most colorful of the 

prophets, using visual aids to reinforce his messages.  He was also one of the saddest, 

because his burden was so heavy.  The people would not listen to him and even some of 

his own townspeople and relatives opposed him and tried to kill him.  He had periods of 

depression over his failure.  He did not want to be a prophet in the first place, but the 

urgency of his message was like a fire raging within him, and he could not contain it 

(Jeremiah 20:9).  His life is an example of total faithfulness to God, regardless of 

personal desires or circumstances. 

BOOK OF JEREMIAH: 

More than most of the prophets, Jeremiah reveals the spiritual life of its author.  

Jeremiah’s message was of doom to his native land, and a message that brought the 

hatred of his fellow countrymen upon him.  The burden of it forced from him to the bitter 

lament that he wished he had never been born (15:10; 20:14-18).  But he remained true to 

duty.  Jeremiah turned to God for consolation, sympathy and companionship, and came to 

realize the sense of individual responsibility to God (17:9; 31:29-30).  In Jeremiah is 

notably exhibited the possibility and reality of communion between the individual soul 

and God. 
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 Religion in the heart and in the life is a dominant note in Jeremiah’s preaching.  

Jeremiah, exhorted the people to hearken to the words of the covenant entered into at Mt. 

Sinai; and he pointed out that God had visited them with the evils threatened therein for 

disobedience, and that to obey is the first requirement of the covenant (11:1-8).  Jeremiah 

would guard the people from limiting reform to things external.  He would carry it into 

the inner life. 

 Jeremiah committed some of his prophecies to writing in the reign of Jehoiakim, 

but the roll was destroyed by the king 36:1, 23).  They were soon rewritten, however, 

with large additions 36:32).  The present book is a further enlargement, including the 

later prophecies; and it is a rearrangement, prepared at the close of his ministry, for 

prophecies of different periods are placed together and those of the same period are often 

dispersed. 

 The Book of Jeremiah consists of an introduction narrating the prophet’s call 

(chapter 1), three sections of prophecy, often recorded in connection with the event that 

called forth the prophetic utterance (chapters 2 to 51), and a historical appendix, added 

probably by a later writer (chapter 52).  The 3 prophetic sections are: 

 1.  Prediction of the approaching judgment of Judah and the promise of 

restoration from exile (chapters 2 to 33).  It includes a general denunciation of Judah 

(chapters 2 to 20), denunciation of the civil and religious rulers (chapters 21 to 23), an 

unfolding of the design and duration of the judgment (chapters 24 to 29), and prophecy of 

the blessings that will follow the judgment (chapters 30 to 33). 

 2.  History of the infliction of the judgment (chapters 34 to 44), including 

denunciations of the corruption that prevailed immediately before the destruction of the 

city (chapters 34 to 38), an account of the destruction of the city (chapter 39), and of the 

wretched conditions of the remnant, and the prophecies spoken to them (chapters 40 to 

44). 

 3.  Predictions respecting foreign nations (chapters 46 to 51), introduced by an 

address to Baruch (chapter 45).  Although these prophecies may go back to a Jeremianic 

matrix, they are generally regarded as a compilation and expansion; in their final form 

they came into being after the time of Jeremiah.  The prophecy against Babylon seems to 

depend on Isaiah 13 and 14, and probably is an exilic addition. 

 The Messiah is spoken of in 23:5-8; 30:4-11; 33:14-26; and Yahweh’s sure 

covenant with Israel is dwelt upon in 31:31-40; 32:36-44; 33. 
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 The text of the Septuagint (Greek version of the Old Testament) differs 

considerably from the Hebrew version of the Old Testament.  Chapters 46 to 51 are not 

only arranged in a different order among themselves and inserted at other locations, but 

52:28-30 are missing in the Greek, and in many other places the Greek version presents a 

shorter text than the Hebrew. 

CENTRAL TEACHINGS: 

The following are some of the central passages from Jeremiah with comments that reflect 

some of what we can learn from them: 

(Jeremiah’s Call and Commission) 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

(4) Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, (5) "Before I formed you in the womb 

I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a 

prophet to the nations."  (6) Then I said, "Alas, Lord GOD!  Behold, I do not know how 

to speak, because I am a youth."  (7) But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am a 

youth,' because everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you 

shall speak.  (8) Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you," declares 

the LORD.  (9) Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the 

LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.  (10) See, I have 

appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, o pluck up and to break 

down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 

Comments: 

Verse 5 forms part of the important Old Testament background for Paul’s call to be an 

apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 1:15-16).  Both Paul and Jeremiah were selected for 

their ministries before their births, and both had a specific mission to the Gentiles.  

Jeremiah’s call is also reminiscent of two others in the Old Testament.  His reluctance 

because he did not know how to speak (1:6) sounds somewhat like that of Moses at the 

burning bush (Exodus 4:10), although Moses was an eighty-year-old man, whereas 

Jeremiah attributed his inability to his young age.  At Isaiah’s call, a seraph touched his 

mouth with a hot coal to cleanse him (Isaiah 6:6-7).  In Jeremiah’s case, the Lord touched 

his mouth to deposit His message (1:9). 
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(Judah’s Apostasy) 

Jeremiah 2:1-2 

(1) Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, (2) "Go and proclaim in the ears of 

Jerusalem, saying, 'Thus says the LORD, "I remember concerning you the devotion of 

your youth, the love of your betrothals, your following after Me in the wilderness, 

through a land not sown.” 

Comments: 

Verse 2 offers one of the most telling commentaries on how the people of Jeremiah’s day 

had sunk.  God looked back longingly to the period of Israel’s wandering in the 

wilderness, as if it were a honeymoon with His bride.  The passage is very similar to one 

written a little more than 100 years earlier to Israel, the northern kingdom, who was also 

God’s bride (Hosea 2:15).  In the next chapter Jeremiah depicted Israel and Judah as 

sisters, both of them married to the Lord.  Israel had played the harlot, and God divorced 

her.  Now Judah’s guilt was worse than hers (3:6-11). 

(God’s House turned into a “den of robbers.”) 

Jeremiah 7:11 

(11) "Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your 

sight?  Behold, I, even I, have seen it," declares the LORD. 

Comments: 

In Jeremiah God protests against the lack of respect being shown toward His house.  

Jesus, God in flesh, will do the same, saying, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 

house of prayer’; but you are making it a robbers’ den” (Matthew 21:13).  The thought 

here is very similar to the one being expressed in Jeremiah—God wants us in a 

respectful, prayerful, intimate relationship with Him, rather than just going through the 

motions or turning His house into a place of commerce.  See Mark 11:17 and Luke 19:46. 

(Conditional Nature of Prophecy) 

Jeremiah 18:7-10 

(7) "At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to 

uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; (8) if that nation against which I have spoken 

turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.  (9) Or 

at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to 
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build up or to plant it; (10) if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I 

will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.” 

Comments: 

This is the clearest statement in the Old Testament of the conditional nature of prophecy 

and of God’s promises.  God is free to revoke any promise of threat, because He chooses 

to consider man’s conduct as a factor in whether it is carried out or not.  For example, He 

promised that His people would never again return to Egypt, but He warned them through 

Moses that their action could nullify that promise (Deuteronomy 28:68).  Through Jonah 

He threatened to overthrow Nineveh.  Though He stated no condition for reversing 

Himself, He still accepted the city’s repentance and revoked the threat (Jonah 3:4-10).  

Yet for the fact that physical Israel never realized some of the prophecies about 

themselves and promises to them does not mean that they never will be fulfilled.  

According to Paul, Christians now constitute God’s special people (Galatians 6:16), and 

the true Jew is not measured by outward or physical standards (Romans 2:28-29).  

Abraham’s offspring, and therefore the heirs of God’s promise to him, are people who 

have faith in Christ (Galatians 3:7, 9, 29), not those who can trace their genealogical line 

to him.  On this basis, many of the prophecies and promises in the Old Testament found 

their fulfillment in the Church.  For example, the new covenant promise of Jeremiah 

31:31-34, which was addressed to “the house of Israel and the house of Judah,” reached 

its fulfillment in Christians, not in physical Israel (Hebrews 8—9).  Of course, God’s 

unconditional promise to Israel will yet be fulfilled (Ezekiel 37:15-28; Amos 9:13-15; 

Micah 7:20; Zephaniah 3:14-20). 

(God will Restore His People to the Promised Land) 

Jeremiah 23:7-8 

(7) "Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when they will no 

longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of 

Egypt,' (8) but, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the descendants of 

the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I had 

driven them.'  Then they will live on their own soil." 

Comments: 

Many see this passage only in reference to the return of those exiled in Babylon back to 

Judah, but it may also apply to the gathering of both Israel and Judah back into the nation 

of Israel in 1948. 
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(The New Covenant) 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

(31) "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, (32) not like the 

covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a 

husband to them," declares the LORD.  (33) "But this is the covenant which I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law 

within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

My people.  (34) And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man 

his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know Me, from the least of 

them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

their sin I will remember no more." 

Comments: 

From a Christian perspective, this is the most important passage in Jeremiah, because of 

the way the writer of Hebrews used it.  It was quoted in its entirety in Hebrews 8:8-12, 

the longest quotation of an Old Testament text in the New Testament.  From the words 

“new covenant,” the author argued that the covenant established at Jesus’ death had 

superseded the one made with Israel at Mount Sinai (Hebrews 8:6-8, 13).  Later, on the 

basis of another meaning of the Greek word for “covenant,” he developed the point that 

Jesus’ death initiated the new covenant, because a “will” or “testament,” goes into effect 

only upon the death of the one who made it (Hebrews 9:16-18).  Hence, our term “New 

Testament” comes from the Hebrew writer’s use of Jeremiah 31:31. 

(God’s Command to write down His Word) 

Jeremiah 36:1-2 

(1) And it came about in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 

that this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, (2) "Take a scroll and write on 

it all the words which I have spoken to you concerning Israel, and concerning Judah, 

and concerning all the nations, from the day I first spoke to you, from the days of 

Josiah, even to this day.” 
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Comments: 

Jeremiah was one of the writing prophets, as opposed to prophets like Elijah and Elisha, 

who left no writings bearing their names.  Chapter 36 indicates how some of the prophets 

may have written their books.  In order to encourage Judah to repent, God wanted 

Jeremiah to write down all the words which He had given him since He began more than 

twenty years before.  Instead of writing the words himself, Jeremiah dictated them to 

Baruch, his scribe (36:4).  The scroll eventually got to King Jehoiakim, and he destroyed 

it piece by piece (36:23).  God simply directed Jeremiah to do it again, giving him 

additional words, and Jeremiah and Baruch repeated the process (36:27-32).  Earlier, 

Isaiah had written and sealed up an oracle at God’s command (Isaiah 8:1, 16), and 

Habakkuk was told to write down a vision (Habakkuk 2:2). 

LAMENTATIONS: 

Lamentations is the work of one who had a broken heart.  If, as has been the traditional 

view, Jeremiah was the author, it serves as a supplement to his longer work.  Certainly 

the author was a witness to the destruction of Jerusalem and its aftermath in 586 B.C., 

and the book is largely comprised of elegies for Jerusalem.  The author alternates 

between horrifying accounts of the destruction of the city and the suffering of its 

inhabitants, descriptions and confessions of the sins which caused it, appeals for divine 

help, and the holding out of hope because of God’s great mercy.  The overall tone is 

melancholy.  In the midst of the gloom, the author framed the first four chapters in a 

beautiful literary device called an acrostic.  Chapters 1, 2, and 4 each have twenty-two 

versed, corresponding to the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and the first 

word of each verse begins with a different letter in order through the alphabet.  Chapter 3 

does the same thing in blocks of three verses, for a total of sixty-six.  Although chapter 5 

also has twenty-two verses, no acrostic is present.  To this day Jews use Lamentations in 

their religious calendar to mourn the destruction of Jerusalem. 

 In the Hebrew this book is anonymous, being named only by its first word, 

“how,” and is placed among the Hagiographa.  In the Septuagint the following statement 

is prefixed to the book: “And it came to pass after Israel was led into captivity and 

Jerusalem laid waste, that Jeremiah sat weeping and lamented this lamentation over 

Jerusalem, and said.”  The ascription of the book to the prophet is thus ancient. 
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(Hope of Relief in God’s Mercy) 

Lamentations 3:22-24 

(22) The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.  

(23) They are new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness.  (24) “The LORD is my 

portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him." 

Comments: 

Lamentations is the most melancholy book in the Prophets.  The author was so 

overwhelmed by the destruction of Jerusalem, the sin which produced it, and the 

suffering which resulted that he found it difficult to be diverted from his somber mood.  

Yet, in the midst of the gloom, this passage sparkles as one of the most beautiful 

expressions of hope and trust in the Old Testament. 

The chart below illustrates the time period in which Jeremiah served as a prophet. 

 

 

References: 

Commentary from “The New Westminster Dictionary of the Bible”; “Zodhiates’ Hebrew-Greek Key 

Study Bible” published by AMG Publishers. 

Chart from “The International Inductive Study Bible” 


